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636 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

set off against the demand of one of the partners in a suit founded on his 
individual contract: Jackson et al. vs. Clymer, for use, &c. 

Will — Alternative Legacy. — If a legacy be given to one by name, and 
in the event of his death to another, the alternative gift will take effect, 
if the first legatee die in the testator's lifetime : Martha May's Appeal. 

So where a legacy is given to a class, and in the event of the death of 
one who would have been a constituent of the class before a defined 
period, his share over to another, that other will take, though the first 
legatee die in the lifetime of the testator : the alternative gift will be sup- 
ported, if the first legatee be one who would have taken had he lived to 
the period of distribution : Id. 
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Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme Judicial Court 
of Massachusetts. By Horace Gray, Jr. Vol. IX. Boston : Little, Brown 
& Co. 1863. 

Mr. Gray's last volumes come along like angels' visits, in more respects 
than one, but chiefly, because ever welcome to the recipients. It is 
scarcely needful to say much, at this late day, in regard to the general 
merits of these Reports. That has been long since well established. Mr. 
Gray takes an honorable place among the distinguished Reporters of the 
Old Bay State. The present volume contains many important cases, and 
especially that of The Commonwealth vs. The City of Roxbury, in 
regard to the proprietary rights of towns, in the sea-shore and flats 
adjoining, which is very learnedly discussed by the late Chief Justice 
Shaw, and a very elaborate and thoroughly exhaustive and learned note 
appended to the case of more than twenty-five pages by the Reporter, for 
which the profession will, as they ought, feel greatly obliged. 

I. F. R. 

The Massachusetts Digest. Being a Digest, of the Decisions of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts, from the year 1804 to the year 1857. By 
Edmund H. Bennett and Franklin F. Heard. In two volumes. Little, Brown 
& Co. 1863. 

These two volumes, consisting of nearly two thousand pages of double 
column, royal octavo, done up in the best law book style, will be hailed 



